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ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  SESSION, 


AUGUST  10,  II,   12  AND  13;   1897. 


%    -      Hiixsboro,  N.  C,  August  io,  1897. 

The  State  Alliance  was  called  to  order  promptly  at  12 
M.,  August  10,  1897,  by  President  John  Graham.  The 
Door-keeper,  George  T.  Lane,  was  ordered  to  secure  the 
door.  Bros.  A.  D.  K.  Wallace,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  Jas. 
E.  Lyon,  Assistant  Door-keeper,  per  instruction,  proceeded 
to  purge  the  house.  This  being  done,  Rev.  P.  H.  Massey, 
Chaplain,  was  requested  to  lead  in  prayer. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  brethren  a  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials:  J.  W.  Denmark,  W.  W.  Drew  and 
J.  M.  Hoyle.  While  the  committee  were  out  Bros.  J.  T.  B. 
Ploover,  T.  B.  Parker  and  V.  N.  Sewell  were  called  upon 
for  speeches,  with  which  each  one  complied  in  short,  pleas- 
ing addresses. 

Bro.  J.  M.  Mewborne  then  stepped  forward  and  presented 
the  President  with  a  gavel  made  from  Hickory  wood,  cut 
from  a  tree  at  Mt.  Vernon,  the  home  of  Washington.  In 
a  short,  patriotic  speech  he  presented  it  to  President  Gra- 
ham for  the  State  Alliance.  President  Graham  accepted 
it  in  a  few  well-chosen  words  in  the  spirit  with  which  it 
was  presented. 

Bros.  W.  H.  Davis,  J.  B.  Alexander  and  W.  T.  Mercer 
each  in  turn  responded  to  the  calls  upon  them  for  speeches, 
in  well-timed  remarks,  for  the  "good  of  the  order." 

The  Committe  on  Credentials  made  report  and  found 
forty-five  delegates  present  and  ready  for  duty.  The  re- 
port was  accepted  and  committee  continued. 

Upon  motion,  at  11:30  p.  m.,  the  Alliance  adjourned 
until  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  for  dinner. 
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Evening  Session. 

The  session  was  called  together  promptly  at  3  o'clock 
p.  M.,  by  President  Graham. 

A.  J.  Pringle,  of  Stokes  count}-,  was  admitted  as  a  dele- 
gate per  vote  of  body,  as  no  credentials  had  been  received. 

L.  V.  Cathey,  of  Gaston  county,  was  admitted  by  vote  of 
body,  by  his  paying  the  county  dues.  Credentials  had 
been  received,  but  no  dues. 

Hertford  county  was  represented  by  T.  0.  Copeland  as 
delegate,  with  credentials,  but  as  the  dues  had  not  been 
paid  he  could  not  be  seated,  unless  the  dues  were  guar- 
anteed. W.  S.  Barnes  and  John  Graham  agreed  to  pay 
the  dues  to  State  Alliance  provided  the  County  Secre- 
tary failed  to  forward  them.  The  State  Secretary  stated 
that  the  County  Secretary  of  Hertford  had  usually  been 
very  prompt,  and  he  was  certain  there  was  some  cause  of 
delay. 

Rutherford  county  sent  in  credentials  for  W.  S.  Barnes 
as  delegate,  but  objection  being  raised  because  he  was  not 
a  resident  of  that  county,  W.  S.  Barnes  moved  then  to 
make  A.  D.  K.  Wallace  the  delegate.  The  motion  was 
tabled. 

Cumberland  county  appointed  T.  Ivey  as  delegate,  but 
it  being  a  case  similar  to  Rutherford  county  the  President 
ruled  that  the  delegage  could  not  be  seated. 

Carteret  county,  with  one  Sub,  presented  credentials  of 
J.  T.  Eaton,  who,  upon  motion,  was  seated  as  delegate. 

Washington  county,  with  two  Subs,  sent  for  credentials 
for  W.  B.  Brickhouse.  Upon  motion,  Bro.  Brick  house  was 
seated  as  delegate. 

A  motion  was  made  to  seat  Dr.  Wm.  Merritt,  from  Per- 
son county,  but  there  being  no  regular  organization,  though 
old  members  had  met  and  sent  Dr.  Merritt  with  dues,  the 
motion  was  tabled. 

Upon  motion,  Dr.  Merritt  was  given  the  courtesies  of 
the  floor. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Massey,  of  Durham,  the  President's 
address  was  asked  for.  The  President  asked  for  a  few 
minutes  to  go  to  his  room  for  his  address. 

On  motion  of  Bro  Wallace,  a  recess  for  fifteen  minutes 
was  asked  for;  this  was  amended  to  five  minutes,  and 
amendment  carried. 
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The  President  called  the  Alliance  to  order,  at  end  of 
recess  (five  minutes)  and  the  following  motion  was  offered 
and  accepted :  That  Bro.  J.  E.  Harriss,  of  Person,  be  ac- 
corded the  same  courtesies  given  Dr.  Merritt. 

The  President  then  delivered  his  address  as  follows : 

Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Alliance: 

Brethren  : — At  this,  your  eleventh  annual  session,  qitestions  of  vital 
interest  to  our  Order  will  be  submitted  to  you  for  adjustment. 

Owing  to  the  election  of  your  honored  President,  Dr.  Cyrus  Thomp- 
son, to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  he  felt  constrained  to  resign  as 
President  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  and  the  duties 
of  that  office  devolved  upon  your  Vice-President. 

It  has  been  the  custom  of  my  predecessors,  in  their  annual  addresses, 
to  deal  with  political  issues,  affecting  the  interests  of  the  farmers  of 
North  Caroliua,  both  State  and  National.  So  thorough  has  been  their 
research  that  you  need  expect  no  new  thought  at  my  hands. 

It  may  not,  however,  be  untimely  to  briefly  review  the  history  of  the 
Alliance's  work  in  North  Carolina.  In  our  judgment  the  enactment  of 
the  cardinal  principals  of  our  Order  into  law  would  relive  the  depressed 
financial  condition  of  our  country;  and,  although  we  have  no  reason  to 
expect  their  adoption  in  the  near  future,  we  have  good  ground  to  hope  and 
believe  that  the  work  of  the  Alliance  will  in  due  time  have  its  reward. 
The  Alliance  is  of  Southern  origin  and  its  originators  are  the  worthy  suc- 
cessors of  those  slave  owning  statesmen  who  rendered  our  country  illus- 
trious. 

The  Alliance  originated  in  Sampsasas  county,  Texas.  The  first  Texas 
State  Alliance  was  organized  at  Central,  in  Parker  count}7,  in  1879.  ^n 
1887  four  hundred  delegates  met  at  Waco,  and  at  that  meeting  steps  were 
taken  to  organize  the  cotton  belt  States  for  united  action  in  the  interest  of 
the  farmers.  The  "Union,"  an  organization  similar  to  the  Alliance  al- 
ready existed  to  Louisiana,  and  the  "Wheel"  in  Arkansas.  These  three 
bodies  united  and  adopted  a  constitution  at  St.  Louis  in  1S89. 

The  object  of  the  founders  of  the  Alliance  was  to  secure  united  action 
on  the  part  of  the  farmers  of  the  entire  nation  to  protect  themselves  from 
unjust  legislative  discrimination,  State  or  National. 

Although  essentially  political  in  its  aims,  is  was  thought  that  relief 
would  be  more  readily  obtained  by  the  united  efforts  of  the  brotherhood 
in  their  respective  political  parties. 

It  is  useless  to  recount  the  rapid  spread  of  Alliance  doctrine  over  the 
South  and  Southwest,  or  to  mention  the  glorious  mission  of  our  own  be- 
loved and  immortal  Polk  to  our  brethren  of  the  great  South  and  South- 
west. The  truth  was  accepted  and  thousands  joined  our  banners.  All 
would  have  been  well,  but,  unfortunately,  the  place-hunting  politician  had 
joined  the  Alliance,  and  personal  preferment  and  party  supremacy  swept 
away  the  fruits  of  victory. 

In  North  Corolina  the  Alliance  had  absorbed  the  Democratic  part}-  and 
a  goodly  number  of  white  Republicans!  Even  the  negroes  had  formed 
Alliances  of  their  own,  entirely  separate  from  the  whites,  and  were  greatly 
benefited  in  their  financial  affairs. 

This  condition  did  not  suit  the  politician.  In  North  Carolina,  in  some 
counties,  it  was  made  unpleasant  for  Republicans  to  be  Alliancemen  and 
the  Alliance  became  the  bulwark  of  Democracy.  The  colored  Alliances 
were  destroyed  by  Republican  politicians.  Thus  the  Alliance  received  its 
first  blow  in  North  Carolina. 


6  Proceedings  of  the  Eleventh  A  ami  a  I  Session 

Owing  to  tlie  wide-spread  influence  of  Alliance  literature  and  the  great 
dissatisfaction  of  the  laboring  masses,  Mr.  Cleveland  was  elected  i'resi- 
den  -  in  1892. 

Well  posted  as  to  Mr.  Cleveland's  political  views  on  the  silver  question, 
thousands  of  Democratic  Ailiancemen  in  North  Carolina  protested  against 
his  candidacy,  offering  to  support  the  State  Democratic  ticket  if  the 
chalice  of  Clevelandism  was  taken  from  their  lips.  Their  wishes  were 
not  regarded,  and  trickery  and  treachery  were  resorted  to  for  the  purpose 
of  destroying  the  Alliance.  Enemies  of  the  Alliance,  with  unblushing 
affroritery,  advocated  the  adoption  of  the  Alliance  demands  as  the  plat- 
form of  the  Democratic  party.  These  demands  were  read  and  adopted 
amid  jeers  and  laughter.  The  Alliance  was  stabbed  in  the  house  of  its 
friends.  Tarty  fealty  and  family  ties  swept  thousands  of  true  Alliance- 
men  off  their  balance.  Our  charter  was  repealed,  and  for  its  restoration, 
i  mi  the  restoration  of  a  free  ballot  to  a  free  people,  the  members  of  the 
Alliance  almost  to  a  man,  cast  their  votes  with  the  People's  party  and  the 
Republican  party.  These  things  are  now  of  the  past,  and  we  stand  ready 
to  receive  with  open  arms  all  former  brethren,  of  whatever  political  part)-. 

Our  Alliance  principles  have  disrupted  the  two  old  political  parties, 
and  caused  the  creation  of  two  new  parties,  the  People's  party  and  the 
vSilver  party. 

The}-  have  forced  to  tie  front  the  irrepressible  conflict  between  "  Man- 
hood and  money."  The  combat  is  on,  and  Republican  institutions  are 
at  stake. 

On  the  one  side  are  the  giant 'corporations,  with  their  millions  of  accu- 
mulated ex.ortiuns,  making  and  unmaking  Senators,  bribing  legislatures, 
nominating  Governors,  and  naming  some  of  the  Judges  of  our  State  and 
Federal  Courts.  Ovningthe  transportation  of  the  country,  they  control 
the  country. 

On  the  other  side  are  the  plundered  masses  unorganized,  divided,  grop- 
ing in  darkness.  Only  the  inborn  love  of  liberty  that  animates  the 
Anglo-Saxon  heart  will  save  our  country  from  revolution  and  ruin. 

A  National  Constitutional  Convention  is  our  hope.  Senators,  the  re- 
tained counsel  of  corporations  and  trusts,  will  never  voluntarily  submit 
their  election  to  a  direct  vote  of  their  countrymen.  No  income  tax  will 
ever  be  constitutional  so  long  as  the  Federal  Judges  are  selected  for  life 
by  the  money  power. 

The  Alliance  offers  the  remedy  for  all  these  wrongs.  The  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  as  compiled  by  our  Revolutionary  sires,  was  perfect 
for  their  times.  The  State  Constitutions  were  emenations  from  the  same 
brains,  and  these  we  have  been  forced  to  amend  time  and  again.  At  the 
time  of  ti;e  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  our  territory  was  a  nar- 
row strip  along  the  Atlantic,  our  population  not  much  over  three  mil- 
li  .11s.  To-day  our  nation  spans  a  continent,  and  our  population  is  more 
than  seventy  millions.  Then  railroads  and  telegraphs  were  unknown. 
i  the  power  and  patronage  of  the  President  were  inconsiderable; 
now  he  dispenses  more  patronage  than  any  crowned  head  in  Europe. 
The  power  lo  Iged  in  his  hands  is  enormous,  and  is  dangerous  to  libertv. 
It  is  impossible  for  him  to  discharge  his  constitutional  duties,  and  conse- 
|U  ntly  the  appointing  power  is  exercised  in  great  measure  by  corpora- 
tions, and  only  a  small  portion  by  the  President. 

The  Alliance  lias  accomplished  gr  at  good  in  Xorth  Carolina.  It  has 
ever-been  the  friend  of  trie  common  school.  The  .State  Normal  and  In- 
dnstrial  College  for  young  women,  located  at  Greensboro,  and  the  Agri- 
cultural and  Mechanical  College,  at  Raleigh,  are  its  offspring.  Our  leg- 
islative representatives  have  always  been  friends  to  the  University,  and  to 
t'.ie  various  charitable  institutions  of  the  State.  The  rate  of  interest  has 
been  reduced  to  half  that  our  fathers  paid,  without  injury  to  the  State, 
but  greatly  to  its  advantage. 
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It  would  be  of  great  benefis  to  our  membership  and  to  their  communi- 
ties, if,  at  their  monthly  meetings,  topics  pertaining  to  agriculture  were 
publicly  discussed.  The  condition  of  our  farms  is  deplorable.  We  are 
allowing  our  lands  to  wash  away.  The  continuous  cultivation  of  hoed 
crops  will  inevitably  be  disastrous.  We  must  protect  our  fields  by  hill- 
side ditches  and  terraces.  It  is  a  cause  of  congratulation  that  necessity 
has  taught  our  people  more  thoroughly  than  precept  the  importance  of 
raising  their  own  home  supplies.   Our  people  are  becoming  self-sustaining. 

The  waste  of  money  in  Che  purchase  of  commercial  fertilizers  is  im- 
mense. Even  when  these  guanos  areas  guaranteed,  their  use  tends  to 
increase  the  area  of  cultivated  market  crops,  such  as  cotton,  tobacco  and 
peanuts,  to  the  neglect  of  food  crops.  But  in  nry  opinion  all  the  manu- 
facturers of  guano,  owing  to  the  unwise  demand  for  a  low-priced  article, 
have  lowered  the  standard  of  their  goods. 

As  a  proof  of  this  in  my  own  experience  in  the  cultivation  of  tobacco 
on  new  grounds,  no  better  results  are  obtained  now  by  the  use  of  six 
hundred  pounds  of  guano  tnan  were  several  years  ago  obtained  by  the 
use  of  three  hundred  pounds  of  the  same  brand  of  guano  ;  and  yet  the 
present  analysis  is  fully  up  to  the  average  standard.  Far  better  to  have 
the  intrinsic  value  of  our  guanos  increased  and  their  bulk  diminished. 
The  saving  in  freight  charges  would  be  one-half,  and  to  this  should  be 
added  the  cost  of  hauling  from  depot  to  the  farm.  The  use  of  "  fdlers  " 
in  the  manufacture  of  guano  is  extensive.  Worthless  phosphates  and 
cheap  marl  are  most  commonly  used  as  fillers.  For  farmers  to  sell  their 
cotton  seed  at  eight  or  nine  dollars  a  ton,  and  buy  low  grade  guano  at 
$22  per  ton  is  ruinous.  Buy  high  grade  acid  phosphate  and  mix  in  proper 
proportions  with  cotton  seed  and  stable  manure.  Have  our  next  legisla- 
ture forbid  the  sale  of  guano  in  North  Carolina  below  a  given  standard. 
This  would  be  a  great  protection  to  your  interests. 

Another  matter  that  you  are  greatly  interested  in  is  the  condition  of 
your  county  roads.  Wake  and  Mecklenburg  counties  are  improving  their 
highways.  Your  convicts  should  be  employed  on  your  county  roads. 
While  it  is  absolutaly  necessary  for  convicts  to  be  employed  upon  farms 
in  order  to  raise  food  for  their  support,  the  raising  of  cotton  is  as  much 
in  competition  with  honest  labor  as  the  manufacture  of  shoes. 

Your  Business  Agency  deserves  your  support.  Without  your  patronage 
it  cannot  prosper.  Its  existence  enables  you  to  buy  from  your  local  mer- 
chant at  Alliance  prices  for  the  cash.  There  is  no  objection  to  this  if 
you  deal  enough  with  your  Agency  to  keep  it  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
To  insure  this  support  and  your  own  protection,  you  should  consult  reg- 
ularly the  price-list  in  our  organ,  The  Progressive  Farmer.  Subscribe 
for  it,  and  if  possible  pay  for  it  in  advance. 

At  your  two  last  meetings  you  raised  your  voice  against  the  ninety-nine 
year  lease  of  the  North  Corolina  Railroad.  This  you  did  in  the  interest 
of  honest  government  in  North  Carolina.  The  mere  question  of  interest 
is  insignificant  compared  with  the  debauchery  of  your  citizens.  The  rate 
of  interest  paid  is  deceptive,  as  the  investment  in  the  building  of  the 
road  was  five  millions  on  the  part  of  the  State  and  private  stockholders, 
while  only  four  millions  of  bonds  were  issued. 

I  have  been  informed  that  between  $500,000  and  $1,000,000  were  spent 
on  the  road,  thus' making  the  road  cost  at  least  #5,500,000. 

The  danger  to  the  State  from  that  octapus  of  monopyly,  the  Southern 
Railway,  is  extreme.  It  ahead}'  dominates  another  of  your  great  through 
lines,  and  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  system  alone  prevents  your  being  at  the 
mercy  of  this  monster.  Equally  disastrous  to  your  interests  would  be  a 
monopoly  of  your  transportation  on  the  part  of  the  Seaboard  Air  Line. 

The  question  of  the  lease  of  the  North  Carolina  Railroad  should  not 
be  looked  upon  as  a  fight  between  two  rival  railroads.     In  my  opinion, 
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the  Seaboard  Air  Line  fears  its  own  absorption  by  the  Southern.  Pre- 
vent by  legislation  the  consolidation  under  one  management  of  these 
great  roads. 

It  is  a  calamity  to  the  Slate  that  our  railroad  magnates  cannot  see  that 
extortion  on  their  part  prevents  the  development  of  diversified  indus- 
tries and  their  own  enrichment  together  with  that  of  their  patrons. 

For  your  information  in  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  shoe  factory 
and  tannery,  you  are  respectfully  referred  to  the  reports  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  Manufacturing  Committee  and  Business  Agent. 

Upon  motion,  J.  F.  Click  was  admitted  as  delegate  from 
Catawba  count}*,  as  no  credentials  were  sent. 

Report  of  Secretary -Treasurer  was  called  for  and  is  as 
follows : 

Dear  Brethren  : — A  year  ago  to-day  the  Alliance  of  North  Carolina 
was  occupying  an  unenviable  position,  a  position  it  seemed  to  me  for  be- 
coming the  mightiest  and  most  beneficial  manufacturing  corporation  in 
the  South.  It  held  the  key-note  for  uniting  more  thoroughly  than  ever 
in  one  compact  body  the  farmers  and  laborers  for  protection  from  the  in- 
roads of  monopolies.  How  bright  and  hopeful  were  the  plans  laid  by 
your  Executive  Committee.  The  closing  of  the  factories,  the  backward 
step  taken  by  the  Alliance,  may  have  been  for  the  best ;  some  of  our 
brethren  contend  that  all  that  could  have  been  done  was  done  to  keep  it 
running.  I  cannot  agree  with  them,  but  believe  the  Order  has  been  set 
back  so  far  it  will  take  years  to  recover  the  ground  we  were  occupying. 
I  regret  it  was  so,  but  it  cannot  now  be  helped,  and  I  urge  you  to  look 
forward  to  the  work  in  hand.  I  repeat  to  you  a  part  of  my  report  of  one 
year  ago  : 

The  establishment  of  these  headquarters  with  the  Tannery  and  Shoe 
Factory  by  your  Executive  Committee  will,  we  believe,  have  more  to  do 
with  breaking  down  prejudice  against  the  Order  and  rebuilding  the  organ- 
ization than  anything  that  could  have  been  done. 

Every  Allianceman  will  be  interested  in  this  property  and  work  ;  and 
without  doubt,  help  sustain  them  and  push  them  forward. 

It  is  with  you  brethren  to  say  whether  your  Alliance  shall  go  forward  in 
this  grand  stretch  for  freedom  or  not.  It  is  for  you  to  say  whether  or  not 
the  Alliance  shall  go  forward  and  your  place  become  the  mightiest  co- 
operative manufacturing  establishment  in  the  South.  Let  there  be  no 
bickerings,  no  strife,  but  let  each  officer  and  delegate  do  his  utmost  to 
see  how  much  he  can  say  and  do  to  make  this  beginning  one  grand  final 
success.  Right  here  we  wish  to  say  that  a  house  divided  against  itself 
cannot  stand.     Let  there  be  no  division  in  the  Alliance  work. 

We  hope  that  when  this  session  breaks  up  that  you  can  carry  a  mes- 
sage back  to  your  homes  that  will  lighten  every  Alliance  heart  in  the 
land.  Do  not  leave  here  till  you  put  the  Shoe  Factory  to  work  on  a  safe 
footing.  It  must  be  done,  or  the  consequences  that  may  befall  our  Order 
cannot  be  estimated.  The  following  is  report  of  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments for  the  past  year  : 

RECEIPTS. 

On  hand  August  6,  i  S96      . .  .    _ 

From  fees  and  dues  ' . :_'_ 

From  other  sources,  sale  of  books,  etc _r      - . : 

Total    1.526  2: 


t 

89 

35 

1.525 

52 

1 1 

4" 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

State  meeting,  1896 $  142  40 

Executive  Committee  for  past  year .   24  25 

Printing 159  62 

Postage  and  office  expenses 99  85 

Fixing  hall  for  present  meeting 21  97 

On  salary  W.  S.  Barnes 893  34 

By  balance  on  hand 184  84 

Total I    1,526  27 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  S.  BARNES,  Secretary-Treasurer, 

The  Business  Agent's  report  was  next  in  order,  and  is 
as  follows : 

HIU.SBORO,  N.  C,  August  9,,  1897. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance  of  North 
Carolina  : 

Dear  Brethren  : — It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  that 
during  the  past  year  the  Business  Agency  has  in  many  respects  been 
highly  satisfactory. 

We  have  sold  more  goods  in  proportion  to  membership  than  has  been 
done  in  any  single  year  during  the  existence  of  the  Alliance,  We  have 
not  been  able  to  serve  all.  Many  have  desired  articles,  prices,  terms  and 
contracts  that  we  could  not  furnish.  Certainly  there  never  was  such 
diversity  of  wants  of  farmers  as  now.  But  a  few  hundred  brethren,  at 
least,  have  stood  by  the  Agency  as  faithful  sentinels,  giving  both  warn- 
ing and  support  ;  and  as  a  rule  those  brethren  who  have  patronized  the 
Agency  most  express  themselves  as  being  most  pleased.  The  volume  of 
our  business  has  not  been  so  great  as  last  year,  but  greater  than  the  year 
before,  and  we  have  conducted  it  with  less  expense  than  during  any 
former  year,  though  we  have  exceeded  in  our  expenses  limit  of  a  resolu- 
tion adopted  at  last  State  Alliance  confining  the  salaries  of  office  force  to 
$2, 000. 

Bro.  W.  C,  Betts,  who  held  a  responsible  position,  was  retained  at  a 
salary  of  $600.  Bro.  W.  K.  Ragan,  who  has  helped  in  keeping  the  cash 
and  other  accounts,  and  in  correspondence,  was  employed  at  a  salary  of 
#298.66.  Our  former  book-keeper,  for  assistance  rendered  before  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution,  was  paid  $30.77.  The  premium  on  Busings 
Agent's  bond  cost  $100.  These  items,  making  an  excess  of  $223.93,  were 
permitted  by  your  Fxecutive  Committee  with  the  privilege  of  petitioning 
this  body  to  allow  the  amount,  which  I  now  most  respectfully  do. 

As  no  report  has  ever .  been  made  to  this  bod}'  showing  total  receipts 
from  commissions  and  total  expenditures  of  the  office,  I  hereby  append  a 
tabulated  statement,  beginning  with  the  date  the  Agency  first  began  to 
receive  commissions,  and  extending  to  the  present  time.  The  figures  are 
as  follows  : 
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>■     YEAR.                                                  COMMISSIONS.  EXPENSES. 

I89O-9I'  $  10,060    77  $  6,428    01 

i89i-'92 ' 7,82663  10,72785 

i892->93 8,317  12  J 5,507  89 

i893-'94 .. 2,89787  5.63467 

Fall  1894  991  08  ___, 1,805  47 

Spring  1895  3,OI3  92  --=- 2,366  20 

i895-'96 8,36504  4,05563 

i896-'97 5,60037 3,19323 


Total  rece'ts  and  expen.,  $       4,972  79  $       39,717  95 

The  net  profits  of  the  Agency  during  this  period  have  been  $7,353.87, 
more  than  all  of  which  has  been  realized  during  the  last  two  and  a  half 
years.  With  these  facts  before  us,  it  is  easy  enough  to  take  a  hopeful  view 
of  the  work  of  this  department. 

In  justice  to  my  predecessor,  Bro.  W.  H.  Worth,  I  wish  to  state  that  in 
the  outset,  he  was  not  required  to  make  a  revenue  for  the  corporation,  but 
simply  to  meet  the  expenditures  of  his  office,  and  so  closely  did  he  figure 
that  during  his  period  of  receiving  commissions,  though  he  purchased, 
perhaps  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  worth  of  goods,  his  expenditures  ex- 
ceeded his  commissions  only  $10.42. 

(Let  me  at  this  point  correct  an  error  that  appeared  in  my  report  to 
you  a  year  ago.  It  was  then  stated  that  the  net  profits  of  the  Agency  for 
the  year  i895-'96  were  $5,504.65;  whereas  a  "corrected  statement, "  coming 
in  later  from  the  Durham  Fertilizer  Companjr,  reduced  the  amount  to 
$4,055.63.) 

While  the  Agency  has  met  with  much  success,  there  is  still  much  that 
it  may  accomplish.  If  the  Alliance  had  to-day  an  enthusiastic  member- 
ship of  60,000  to  100,000,  as  it  has  had  in  former  years,  it  would  be  no 
difficult  task  with  our  present  methods  of  business  for  the  Agency  to  clear 
annually  a  profit  of  $25,000  or  $50,000.  In  this  case  we  could  successfully 
operate  not  only  a  shoe  factor)'  and  a  tannery,  but  a  woolen  mill,  a  cot- 
ton mill,  a  hat  and  clothing  manufactory,  a  bank,  and  almost  any  other 
enterprise  that  might  suggest  itself  as  desirable  ;  and  we  would  find,  too, 
abundant  patronage  for  all  our  output.  The  Alliance  would  then  truly 
be  flourishing  like  "  a  tree  planted  by  the  rivers  of  water,  that  bringeth 
forth  his  fruit  in  his  season,"  with  promise  of  life  and  prosperity. 

But  a  mistake  has  been  made.  Too  much  stress  has  been  laid  upon  the 
powers  of  the  Agency,  and  too  little  upon  the  office  and  duties  of  the 
Secretary.  If  the  Agency  is  the  "right  arm,"  as  it  has  been  so  often 
designated,  it  is  not  the  soul  and  breath  of  the  Alliance.  Let  me  beg  you 
not  to  minimize  this  feature.  Let  your  Secretary  be  the  lungs,  the  voice, 
o#the  Alliance,  heard  and  heeded  throughout  the  State.  Without  organ- 
ization and  reorganization,  your  Agency,  will  soon  become  a  "back 
number,"  and  the  strong  right  arm  will'  wither  and  be  useless.  The 
benefits  of  the  Agency  are  not  a  cause,  but  a  result  of  organization. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  beg  you  also  to  give  your  next  Business  Agent 
efficient  help  in  his  office  and  require  him — at  least  permit  him — to  visit 
personally,  various  sections  of  the  State,  presenting  to  the  brethren 
the  importance  of  organization,  and  the  resulting  benefits  through  the 
Agency.  Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  IVEY,  State  Business  Agent. 

N.  B, — We  attach  below  a  partial  list  of  articles  handled  by  the  Agency 
during  the  year  just  past  : 
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PARTIAL    LIST   OF     MERCHANDISE    HANDLED     BY    THE 
AGENCY  FROM    AUG.   I,    1896,  TO   AUG.   I,   1897. 


Bacon 

Lard .... 

Rice  and  Hominy- 
Bran  

Pepper  and  Spice. _ 

Tobacco  (plug) 

Barbed  Wire 

Flour 

Sugar 

Molasses 

Fish 

Oil 

Potatoes 

Lime  .._ 

Corn  __ j 

Peas 

Wheat 

Rye 

Oats 

Clover 

Grass  Seed 


barrels 


3,900  pounds 
2,970         " 
2,230         "   • 
22,000         " 

835         " 
205 
3,100 

90 
101         " 

30        " 

24 

22        *' 

42 

61 
135  bushels 

36    " 

26 

30 

330 
105 
121    " 


Coffee 

37 

bags 

Salt 

72 

bags 

Guano . _   

5,942 

tons 

Soda 

61 

kegs 

Nails 

So 

kegs 

Harness    _  _    _  _    _ 

11 

sets 

Cane  Mills 

4 
15 

Farm  Bells  _ . 

Plows 

25 

Cotton  and  Corn 

Planters 

7 

Corn  Shellers 

4 

Feed  Cutters - 

11 

Harrows. . 

5 

Wagons  _ 

33 

Buegies  _         . 

13 

Road  Carts  . . 

2 

Stoves 

29 

Sewing   Machines... 

150 

Organs 

8 

MISCELLANEOUS   ARTICLES. 

Dry  goods,  furniture,  repairs  of  various  kinds,  fence  wire  netting,  roof- 
ing, plow  bolts,  chains,  plow  castings,  shovels,  hoes,  pitchforks,  horse 
and  mule  shoes,  axes,  sprayers,  buggy,  wagon  and  cart  wheels,  fruit  jars, 
paints,  windows,  doors,  etc.,  etc. 

T.  IVEY,  State  Business  Agent. 

The  Trustees  report  was  next  read,  and  is  as  follows : 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEE  OF  BUSINESS  AGENCY  FUND, 
AUGUST  1,   1897. 

1897. 

Aug.  1.  Fund  $     11,694  88 

as  follows : 

N.  C.  4  per  cent.  Bonds $  11,350  00 

Loans 180  00 

Cash 164  88 


There  is  a  debt  of  $3,000  in  the  Citizens 
Nat.  Bank,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  against 
the  $4,000  bonds  deposited  to  secure 
overdrafts  of  State  Business  Agent $ 


$     11,694  88 


3,000  00 


Unincumbered  Fund $       8,694  00 

1896. 
Aug.  24  Sold  by  order  of  Executive  Committee 
$3,000  N.  C.  4's  at  99,  and  paid  the 
proceeds  to  State  Business  Agent  to 
settle  accounts $       3,000  00 
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Dec.  12  Sold  by  order  of  Executive  Committee 
$15,000  N.  C.  4's  at  $102.75,  and  paid 
note  and  accounts  of  S.  B,  Agent  to 
Citizens  Nat.  Bank,  Raleigh,  N.  C,        15,000  00 

$      18,000  00 

Principal  reduced  this  year $      18,000  00 

August  20.  Deposited  in  additional  $1,000  bond  in  Citizens  National 
Bank,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  to  secure  overdrafts  of  State  Business  Agent. 

Earnings  oe  the  Fund. 

1896. 

Aug.        1 .  Balance  on  hand  _ $  639  00 

Dec.       12.  Premium  on$i5,ooo bonds  at  $102. 75,  412  50 

1897. 
Jan.  1.  Coupons  on  $10,850  bonds  @  2  per 

cent 21700 

July         1.  Coupons  on  $10,850  bonds  @  2  per 

cent 21700 

April        1 .  Interest  on  $500  8  months  @  6  per 

cent  : _A 20  00 

July         1.  Interest  on  $180  one  year $  1080 

$  ■     i,5i6  30 
Expenses. 

Trustees  salary $  700  00 

Legal  advice 55  00 

Traveling  expenses 45  05 

Postage  and  stationery 9  50 

Premium  on  $500  bond  @  4  per  cent.  20  00 

Express  on  bond  to  Raleigh 75 

$  830  30 

July  8,  1896.  Purchased  a  $500  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bond  for  $520. 
Bro.  T.  Ivey,  State    Business    Agent,    has   delivered   a   statement   of 

amounts  which  are  due  by  various  parties  to  his  predecessor,   W.   H. 

Worth,  and  which  he  has  been  unable  to  collect,  and  considers  worthless. 
These  accounts  were  carried  on  a  note  in  bank  at  6  per  cent,  interest 

for  some  time. 

The  accounts  aggregate $    5,352  26 

Estimated  interest  paid 6S7  74 

$     6,000  00 

The  payment  of  this  has  been  approved  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

I  have  paid  for  accounts  of  State  Business  Agent,  approved  by  Ex- 
ecutive Committee $  18,000  00 

Deduct  Worth 's  account 6,000  00 

Leaves $  12,00000 

due  the  Fund  for  the  purchase  of  the  property  near  Hillsboro. 

When  I  paid  the  $15,000  it  was  agreed  by  the  Executive  Csmmittee, 
and  an  order  entered  on  their  minutes,  that  a  mortgage  on  the  realty  aod 
machinery  purchased  should  be  given  the  Trustee  to  secure  the  Fund 
for  the  money  spent.     The  notes  were  being  carried  by  compounding  the 
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interest  every  ninety  days,  amounting  to  about  $1,000  per  annum.  The 
property  might  not  be  worth  the  debt,  but  I  would  not  destroy  the  Fund 
by  compound  interest.  The  law  seems  to  be  that  a  legal  mortgage  must 
be  executed  by  the  President  and  Secretary  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of 
the  corporation,  consequently  the  Executive  Committee  cannot  execute 
a  valid  mortgage. 

I  hope  the  Alliance  will  carefully  consider  the  matter,  determine  what 
is  due  the  Fund,  and  order  such  mortgage  or  other  instrument  as  will 
secure  the  Fund  executed.  I  further  recommend  that  the  State  Business 
Agent  be  directed  to  pay  the  interest  necessary  to  carry  the  debt  secured 
by  the  $4,000  bonds  deposited  in  bank,  and  to  pay  off  this  debt  with  pro- 
ceeds of  his  office. 

The  receipts  of  the  Fund  should  be  used  to  reimburse  the  principal,  as 
heretofore,  except  what  is  required  for  legitimate  expenses. 

As  to  the  power  of  the  Alliance  or  Executive  Committee  to  use  the 
Fund  otherwise  than  for  purposes  for  which  it  was  contributed,  I  beg  to 
call  attention  to  the  Bulding  Agency  Fund  Article  in  the  Constitution  ; 
the  action  of  the  State  Alliance  at  Asheville  in  1890,  and  Greensboro  in 
1893  (when  perhaps  a  majority  of  the  contributors  were  still  active  mem- 
bers of  the  order)  and  to  the  three  circulars  issued  by  the  Trustee  and 
approved  by  the  Executive  Committee  to  induce  members  to  contribute. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

August  /,  1897.  W.  A.  GRAHAM,    Trustee. 

Bro.  W.  H.  Worth  was  permitted  to  make  a  statement 
in  regard  to  old  accounts  unpaid  when  he  went  out  of 
office  as  State  Business  Agent. 

Resolution  No.  1,  introduced  by  J.  M.  Hoyle,  of  Cleve- 
land county.  The  purport  of  the  resolution  was  to  dis- 
pense with  office  of  Trustee.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Motion  to  adjourn  was  made,  but  an  amendment  was 
offered  and  accepted  to  make  the  hours  of  the  session  9 
a.  m.  to  1  p.  m.  ;  from  3  p.  m.  to  6  p.  m.  ;  meet  at  8  p.  m. 
and  adjourn  at  will  of  Alliance.  Session  adjourned  at  8 
o'clock  P.  M. 

Night  Session. 

The  President  called  the  Alliance  to  order  promptly  at 
8  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  President  asked  that  a  Vice-President  be  elected 
temporarily.  Brothers  J.  H.  Mewborne  and  W.  H.  Davis' 
names  were  placed  in  nomination.  Bro.  Davis  was  elected 
Vice-President  pro  tern. 

The  following  committees  w^re  announced  by  the  Pres- 
dent : 

Committee  on  Manufacturing — J.  W.  Denmark,  Chair- 
man ;  W.  W.  Drew,  W.  P.  McLain,  T.  J.  Oldham,  J.  S. 
Pattison,  R.  H.  Lane,  John  W.  Aldridge,  W.  T.  Barrow, 
J.  F.  Horney,  D.  T.  Britt. 
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Committee  on  Business  Agency — W.  E.  Bowers,  Chair- 
man ;  Z.  P.  Davis,  Erwin  Pritchard,  M.  A.  Stirewalt,  L.  E. 
Tyler,  L.  G.  Cathey,  Gibson  Gerald,  S.  H.  Tyson,  J.  L. 
Stafford,  J.  M.  D.  Lang-ley,  J.  B.  Alexander,  A.  J.  Moye, 
C.  C.  McLellan,  A.  J.  Pringle. 

Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws — W.  S.  Mercer, 
Chairman;  Henry  Wyche,  J.  F.  Wallace,  J.  H.  Mewborne, 
W.  F.  Pritchard,  W.  N.  Barber,  I.  C.  Lashley,  D.  A.  Long, 
T.  Q.  Copeland. 

Committee  on  Publication — J.  F.  Click,  Chairman  ;  J.  R. 
Sossaman,  S.  T.  Flake. 

Committee  on  Lecturing — J.  E.  Eaton,  Chairman ;  W.  B. 
Brickhonse,  C.  J.  Denson,  C.  McG.  Dunn,  J.  R.  Smith. 

Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions — T.  N.  Pfaff, 
Chairman  ;  J.  M.  Hoyle,  Dr.  V.  N.  Sewell,  A.  J.  Long,  W. 
H.  Davis,  W.  D.  Blalock,  R.  B.  Lineberry. 

A  call  was  made  for  the  Lecturers  report,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  North    Carolina   Farmers"    State 
Alliance  : 
Brethren  : — In  obedience  to  regular  custom  I  hereby  submit  my  an- 
nual report  as  State  Lecturer.     For  two  years  I  have  filled  this  honorable 
position — that  is,  I  have  been  a  figure-head — for  there  has  been  but  little 
work  done  in  that  line,   owing  to   conditions   with  which  you  are  ac- 
quinted.     The  lecture  system  has  for  the  time  spoken  of  been  absolutely 
imperative,  but  I  have  met  with  several  County   Alliances  during  that 
time,  but  no  active  campaign  has  been  carried  on.     Hence,  I  have  no 
regular  report  to  make.     I  would  suggest,  however,  that  you  adopt  some 
plan  to  get  A^our  State  Lecturer,  whoever  he  may  be,  at  work.     I  believe 
that  much  of  the  condition  of  the  Order  is  owing  to  the  want  of  work 
along  this  line.     Thanking  you  for  electing  me  to  the  office,  I  am, 
Respectfully, 

J.  T.  B.  HOOVER,  State  Lecturer. 

Per  motion,  the  reports  of  officers  were  referred  to  ap 
propriate  committees. 

Resolution  by  Bro.  W.  A.  Graham,  No.  2,  was  intro- 
duced, and  upon  suspension  of  rules,  was  adopted  without 
reference  to  committee.     It  is  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary-Treasurer  be  directed  to  retain  the 
amounts  due  as  National  dues  in  the  State  Alliance  Treasury  to  be  used 
as  other  moneys  in  his  hands.         » 

Resolution  No.  3,  introduced  by  J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  upon 
suspension  of  rules,  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  make  and 
transmit  a  pass-word  to  the  various  County  Alliances  of  the  State  until 
further  orders  by  the  State  Alliance. 
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The  Executive  Committee  made  report  through  its  chair- 
man, A.  F.  Hileman,  and  is  as  follows : 

Mr.  President  and  Brethren  : — Your  Executive  Committee  re- 
spectfully beg  leave  to  report  :  That  we  have  examined  the  books  of  the 
Secretary-Treasurer  and  find  them  correct.  The  receipts  of  the  office  are 
not  sufficient  to  pay  the  necessary  expenses,  and  there  is  a  constantly 
increasing  indebtedness  of  the  same.    (See  report  of  Secretary -Treasurer ) . 

The  books  of  the  State  Business  Agent  have  been  partially  examined 
for  the  past  year,  and  we  are  informed  by  Bro.  Ivey  that  we  can  again  re- 
port a  small  profit  gained  through  its  operations  during  the  past  year. 
( For  further  information  in  regard  to  Business  Agency  see  report  and 
statement  of  T.  Ivey,  State  Business  Agent. ) 

Your  committe  have  examined  the  report  of  the  Trustee  of  the  Busi- 
ness Agency  Fund,  and  find  the  same  correct  as  to  amount  and  invest- 
ment of  same.     (See  report  of  W.  A.  Graham,  Trustee). 

We  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  Section  B,  Article  14,  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  has  not  been  complied  with  for  some  years,  and  recom- 
mend that  the  letter  of  the  law  be  complied  with  by  the  Trustee  of  the 
Business  Agency  Fund. 

The  Fund  on  hand  has  been  reduced  since  the  last  report,  it  having 
been  paid  out  on  contracts  made  by  our  Business  Agent.  Your  committee 
recommend  that  a  mortgage  on  so  much  of  property  be  given  to  the 
Trustee  of  the  Business  Agency  Fund  as  has  been  agreed  upon  by  the 
Executive  Committee. 

■Brothers  John  Graham  and  W.  B.  Fleming  were  elected  as  a  Sub- 
Committee  to  direct  and  control  the  manufacturing  enterprises  for  the 
year  ending  Jidy  31,  1897,  who  will  make  their  report  to  your  honorable 
body  upon  the  work  committed  to  their  care  and  management. 

By  reference  to  our  minutes,  August  18,  1898,  our  agreement  with  Bro. 
T.  Ivey,  State  Business  Agent,  was  as  follows  :  That  the  entire  expense 
for  salary  of  State  Business  Agent  clerks  and  cost  of  bond  shall  not  ex- 
ceed two  thousand  dollars.  This  limitation  of  expense  shall  not  debar 
the  State  Business  Agent  from  petitioning  the  State  Farmers'  Alliance 
for  clerk  hire  in  case  of  increase  of  business  beyond  the  present  expecta- 
tion. We  find  in  the  State  Business  Agent's  report  that  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars  and  forty-three  cents  has 
been  thus  expended. 

Resolutions  submitted  to  the  Executive  Committee  by  last  State  Alli- 
ance will  be  submitted  later  during  the  session. 

Respectfullv  submitted,  A.  F.  HILEMAN, 

J.  M.  MEWBORNE, 
J.  E.  PERSON, 
W.  B.  FLEMING, 
.       JOHN  GRAHAM. 

The  Sub-Committee  of  Executive  Committee  on  Manu- 
facturing made  their  report  through  President  Graham, 
and  is  as  follows : 

Dear  Brethren  . — At  your  last  meeting  }'ou  added  the  undersigned 
to  the  Executive  Committee  increasing  its  membership  to  five  instead  of 
three.  The  Executive  Committee  of  five  appointed  the  undersigned  a 
Committee  on  Manufactures.  It  was  not  our  understanding  that  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  Executive  Committee  were  transferred  to  the  Manu- 
facturing Committee.  The  reasons  given  for  the  creation  of  this  com- 
mittee were,  that  its  two  members  were  citizens  of  the  same  village,  and 
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that  they  could  consult  in  reference  to  any  matter  that  the  managers  of 
the  Shoe  Factory  and  Tannery  might  wish  to  submit  to  them.  If  the 
matter  was  trivial,  they  were  authorized  to  act,  but  they  were  empowered 
to  consult  the  other  members  of  the  committee  by  letter,  or  at  their  dis- 
cretion to  have  the  chairman  call  the  full  committee  together  at  Hillsboro. 

Pardon  the  recalling  of  unpleasant  memories,  but  justice  to  ourselves 
compels  it.  When  at  the  last  meeting  of  this  body  the  Committee  on 
Mannfactures,  through  its  chairman,  W.  B.  Fleming,  recommended  to 
the  Alliance  that  ten  thousand  dollars  in  North  Carolina  4  per  cent,  bonds 
be  retained  by  the  Trustee  unincumbered  in  case  of  disaster  to  our  man- 
ufacturing enterprises,  your  Business  Agent  said  that  the  adoption  of  the 
recommendation  would  seriously  embarrass  the  Agency,  as  it  was  owing 
money.  On  being  asked  if  two  thousand  dollars  would  cover  all  out- 
standing obligations  on  the  part  of  the  Agency,  he  said  he  thought  it 
would.  A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures  by  substituting  eight  thousand  for  ten  thousand, 
and  as  amended  the  report  was  adopted.  Bro.  M.  T.  Wood,  of  Bertie, 
had  offered  a  resolution  authorizing  the  mortgaging  of  the  property  at 
Hillsboro  to  put  the  Shoe  Factory  at  work.  This  resolution  was  adopted. 
During  the  morning  session  of  the  Alliance  on  the  day  of  final  adjourn- 
ment, the  Executive  Committee  and  the  Trustee  met  together,  and  it  was 
decided  that  $2,500  would  be  sufficient  to  put  the  factory  in  operation. 
It  was  thought  best  to  have  the  report  of  the  Manufacturing  Committee 
further  amended  by  substituting  seven  thousand  for  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars of  unincumbered  reserve.  This  was  done.  The  Trustee  was  re- 
quested to  write  to  such  parties  as  he  thought  advisable,  to  borrow  the 
additional  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

After  the  adjournment'of  the  Alliance  the  Executive  Committee  con- 
tinued in  session,  and  among  other  things  appointed  the  Manufacturing 
Committee  of  the  undersigned  as  above  mentioned. 

During  the  afternoon  and  night  the  Executive  Committee  conferred 
with  Mr.  R.  Brockett,  from  whom  the  plant  had  been  purchased,  and 
who  was  acting  as  General  Manager.  It  was  found  out  that  with  the  ope- 
ratives then  in  his  employ  that  he  could  not  complete  in  a  workman-like 
style  a  single  pair  of  shoes,  nor  did  he  know  where  he  could  have  the  ad- 
ditional necessary  workmen.  On  further  inquiry  he  stated  that  if  the 
Executive  Committee  hired  additional  workmen  and  bought  sufficient 
material  to  complete  four  thousand  pairs  of  shoes  that  it  would  be  at  a 
loss.  The  committee  were  now  in  possession  of  the  facts  that  the  Busi- 
ness Agent  was  in  great  straights,  that  he  had  drawn  on  the  cashier  of 
the  Citizen's  National  Bank  for  all  the  sixteen  thousand  dollars  of  North 
Carolina  4  per  cent,  bonds,  and  that  he  had  overdrawn  on  the  margin  of 
two  thousand  of  bonds  to  the  limit  allowed  by  the  bank  officials.  The 
committee  likewise  found  out  that  the  Business  Agent  was  mistaken  in 
reference  to  outstanding  liabilities,  and  that  they  amounted,  by  a  state- 
ment rendered,  to  about  three  thousand  dollars.  Realizing  the  impossi- 
bility of  running  the  Shoe  Factory  without  money,  knowing  the  strin- 
gency of  the  monejr  market,  and  the  great  difficulty  of  borrowing  money 
even  with  the  best  security,  fearing  that  some  one  hostile  to  the  Alliance 
might  throw  us  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver  ;  accepting  as  correct  the 
statement  of  the  Business  Agent  that  the  Agency  had  cleared  in  eight 
months  six  thousand  dollars,  and  that  he  had  paid  $5,504.65  of  his  prede- 
cessor's indebtedness,  believing  it  unwise  to  jeopardise  a  business  of  as 
great  benefit  to  the  brotherhood  by  undertaking  an  enterprise  risky  in  its 
nature,  even  in  less  panicky  times,  the  undersigned  recommended  to  the 
Executive  Committee  to  suspend  the  Shoe  Factory  and  pay  off  the  ope- 
ratives. This  was  done,  and  committee  adjourned  temporarily  on  ac- 
count of  two  of  its  members  being  the  representatives  of  their  county  at. 
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the  State  Convention  of  their  political  party ,'a  trust  accepted  on  their  part 
before  being  made  members  of  your  Executive  Committee. 

On  the  return  of  these  two  brethren  the  Executive  Committee  again 
covened,  and  in  response  to  letters  and  telegrams  your  Trustee,  Bro.  W. 
A.  Graham,  returned  to  Hillsboro. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  R.  Brockett  had  entered  suit  for  something  over 
$800  due  his  company  on  account  of  machinery. 

On  being  informed  of  the  condition  of  affairs  Bro.  Graham  authorized 
the  borrowing  of  three  thousand  dollars,  to  pay  off  all  the  liabilities  of 
the  Business  x\gent,  the  members  of  the  Exectuive  Committee  present 
agreeing  to  give  him  a  mortgage  on  the  property  bought  to  secure  him- 
self and  bondsmen  against  any  liability,  save  upon  the  machinery.  Owing 
to  the  papers  drawn  not  being  satisfactory  the  mortgage  has  not  been 
given.  A  new  mortgage,  however,  perfectly  safe  and  s-itisfaC'-ory,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  committee,  has  been  drawn  and*  awaits  your  signature. 
For  the  protection  of  Bro.  Graham  and  his  successors  in  office,  it  would 
be  well  for  your  body  to  direct  the  Executive  Committee  to  carrj-  out  in 
good  faith  their  agreement. 

Owing  to  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  money  market  it  was  imposii- 
ble  to  borrow  three  thousand  dollars  on  the  three  thousand  of  North 
Carolina  4  per  cent,  bonds  sent  from  Charlotte  to  Raleigh  b}-  Bro.  W.  A. 
Graham,  and  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  assumed  the  author- 
ity of  ordering  their  sale  at  the  highest  price  attainable.  This  was  done, 
and  the  proceeds  put  to  Bro.  Ivey,  our  Business  Agent's  credit. 

Mr.  R.  Brockett  had  been  authorized  to  make  purchases  for  the  Shoe 
Factory,  and  his  bills  continued  to  be  forwarded  for  settlement,  necessi- 
tating the  calling  upon  Bro.  Graham,  our  Trustee,  for  another  thousand 
dollars  in  bonds.  He  responded  promptly  to  the  demand.  Thus  the 
great  danger  of  bankruptcy  has  been  averted. 

Bro.  W.  S.  Barnes,  on  his  own  private  responsibility,  about  the  time 
of  settlement  of  the  liabilities  of  the  Business  ^Lgent,  requested  the 
Manufacturing  Committee  to  allow  him  the  use  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  wood,  amounting  to  $150,  to  put  into  operation  the  Tannery. 
The  Committee  agreed,  expressly  stipulating  that  under  no  circumstances 
should  the  Alliance  be  held  responsible  for  any  losses,  nor  should  he 
call  upon  the  Business  Agent  for  pecuniary  aid.  The  terms  were  ac- 
cepted, and  Bro.  Barnes  contracted  on  account  of  purchase  of  hides,  bark 
extracts  and  labor  on  individual  debt  of  nearly  $700.  At  a  called  meet- 
ing of  the  Executive  Committee  only  the  Manufacturing  Committee  at- 
tended, sickness  in  their  families  preventing  the  attendance  of  the  other 
members.  At  this  meeting  Bro.  Barnes  was  allowed  the  use  of  the  money 
arising  from  the  sale  of  the  millet  and  other  farm  products  to  reimburse 
him  until  he  could  sell  his  leather.  He  was  also  allowed  credit  for  any 
permanent  improvements  that  he  had  made  at  the  Tannery.  At  this 
meeting,  at  the  request  of  Bro.  Barnes,  the  Business  Agent  was  put  in 
charge  of  the  Tannery,  and  was  directed  to  pay  over  to  Bro.  Barnes  only 
b  dance  due  from  the  sale  of  his  leather  then  on  the  market  or  in  the 
vats.  The  Business  Agent  was  further  directed  that  in  his  administration 
.  of  the  Tannery  that  under  no  circumstances  should  he  invest  more  than 
one  thousand  dollars,  and  that  at  the  end  of  sixty  days  he  should  balance 
his  Tannery  account.  If  there  was  a  loss  he  should  stop  ;  if  a  profit  he 
could  reinvest.  The  limit  of  sixty  days  was  twice  the  time  the  Tannery 
expert  required  to  tan  the  heaviest  hides. 

The  Business  Agent  will  furnish  you  with  a  statement  of  his  operations 
in  conducting  the  Tannery. 

It  has  always  been  the  earnest  desire  of  your  committee  to  operate  the 
Shoe  Factory.  They  have  always  been  willing  to  risk  the  entire  Fund 
in  the  hands  of  the  Trustee,  or  in  the  hands   of  the  Business  Agent,  save 
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the  seven  thousand  dollars  reserved  by  you  as  a  basis  of  credit  for  your 
Business  Agent  in  the  event  of  disaster  to  your  manufacturing  enterprise. 
Your  Committee  on  Manufactures  take  accasion  to  say  here  that  they 
have  never  considered  their  appointment  as  additional  members  of  the 
Executive  Committee  as  in  any  way  intended  to  reflect  upon  their 
brother  committeemen.  The  past  life  of  these  brethren  is  proof  positive 
of  their  devotion  to  the  order.  Their  integrity  of  character  needs  no 
vindication.  In  their  judgment  they  did  what  they  considered  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  order,  and  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  their 
brethren.  Untrammelled  they  might  have  made  a  glorious  success,  or 
they  might  have  made  a  disastrous  failure.  The  adoption  of  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Manufacturing  Committee,  setting  aside  seven  thou- 
sand out  of  thirty  thousand  of  your  Agency  Fund  as  a  reserve  in  case  of 
disaster,  necessitated  the  suspension  of  operations  until  such  time  as  by 
private  subscriptions,  or  the  profits  of  the  Business  Agency,  or  by  bor- 
rowing money  on  our  feal  estate  other  funds  could  be  raised.  A  state- 
ment authorized  by  this  committee  that  five  thousand  dollars  in  cash 
now  in  sight  to  operate  your  factory  was  based  upon  the  statement  of 
your  Business  Agent  to  the  Executive  Committee,  and  by  letter,  that  in 
his  opinion  the  profits  on  commissions  on  the  sale  of  guano  for 
the  year  i8o.6-'97  would  amount  to  six  thousand  dollars.  The  amount,  as 
since  reported,  is  nearly  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  less,  subject  to  de- 
ductions on  account  of  error  in  last  year's  settlement  of  the  twelve  hun- 
dred and  forty-three  dollars  and  ninety-six  cents. 

Respectfnlly  submitted,  JOHN  GRAHAM, 

W.  B.  FLEMING. 

A  complaint  of  tan  yard  as  a  nuisance,  made  by  a  neigh- 
bor, Mr.  Eaton,  was  read,  and  upon  motion,  the  President 
appointed  the  following-  special  committee  to  confer  with 
Mr.  Eaton.  Dr.  J.  E.  Person,  J.  B.  Alexander  and  V.  N. 
Seawell. 

Motion  made  to  adjourn  till  9  o'clock  to-morrow  was 
carried. 


SECOND  DAY— Morning  Session. 

Tuesday,  iVugust  11,  1897. 

President  Graham  called  the  Alliance  to  order  promptly 
at  9  o'clock  p.  M.  The  house  was  purged,  prayer  offered, 
and  the  minutes  read  of  yesterday. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  Secretary-Treasurer  con- 
dense the  proceedings  of  State  Alliance,  and  leave  out  any 
trivial  matter  that  the  public  should  not  know. 

A  motion  was  made  to  give  the  Trustee  of  Business 
Agency  Fund  a  mortgage  on  property,  which  is  embraced 
in  resolution  No.  4,  by  Bro.  Hoover.  An  amendment  was 
offered  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Moye,  which  was  defeated.  The  vote 
then  came  up  on  resolution  No.  4.  Mr.  Moye  called  for 
an  aye  and  no  vote.  The  resolution  was  carried,  and  is  as 
follows : 
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Resolved,  Tluit  a  committee  of  three  shall  be  appointed  by  the  chair, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  adjust  the  amount  due  by  the  State  Alliance  to 
the  Fund,  and  that  the  President  and  Secretary  shall  give  to  the  Trustee 
of  Business  Agency  Fund  a  deed  of  trust  fur  the  amount  not  exceeding 
$1 2,000.     That  the  interest  shall  be  paid  annually  January  ist» 

The  vote  stood  by  counties,  delegates  voting,  as  follows: 

Ayes — Alamance  1,  Anson  1,  Vance  1,  Brunswick  1, 
Columbus  1,  Moore  1,  Pitt  1,  Wake  1,  Martin  1,  Davidson 
1,  Guilford  1,  Lenoir.  1,  Mecklenburg  1,  Bertie  1,  Pamlico 
1,  Catawba  1,  Hertford  1,  Gaston  1,  Carteret  1,  Washing- 
ton 1,  Johnston  1,  Edgecombe  1,  Franklin  1,  Halifax  1, 
Forsyth  1,  Wilson  1,  Pasquotank  1,  Cabarrus  1,  Jackson 
1,  Chatham  1,  Nash  1,  Warren  1,  Rockingham  i;  Duplin 
1,  Cumberland  1 — 35. 

NOES — Beaiifort  1,  Tyrrell  1,  Robeson  1,  Rowan  ^ 
Orange  1,  Stokes  1,  Wayne  1,  Randolph  1,  Currituck  1, 
Cleveland  1 — 10. 

The  cause  of  this  committee  being  appointed  was  a  state- 
ment made  per  Bro.  A.  F.  Hileman  that  the  State  Alliance 
was  not  due  Bro.  Graham  the  full  amount  of  $12,000;  that 
there  were  amounts  paid  by  receipts  from  Business  Agency 
that  properly  should  be  charged  to  Fund,  etc. 

Bro.  A.  J.  Moye  moved  to  lodge  a  motion  for  further 
consideration  of  resolution  No.  4. 

Bro.  A.  F.  Haleman  made  a  motion  to  reconsider,  and 
then  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table.     It  was  carried. 

Bro.  Moye  having  voted  "A"  upon  the  resolution  No. 
4,  asked  permission  to  change  to  "No."  It  was  granted 
by  the  body. 

Bro.  Ivey  asked  permission  to  file  a  supplemental  report, 
which  was  granted,  and  is  made  a  part  of  his  report. 

Resolution  No.  5,  by  Bro.  Priugle,  was  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Business  Agency. 

Special  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  com- 
plaints of  Mr.  Eaton  in  regard  to  tanyard  made  its  report. 
The  report  was  received  and  recommendation  adopted,  and 
is  as  follows : 

We,  your  special  committee,  appointed  to  investigate  the  complaints  of 
Mr.  M.  D.  Eaton,  in  regard  to  the  tanyard  being  a  nuisance,  beg  leave  to 
report :  We  have  visited  and  reviewed  the  premises,  and  had  Mr.  Eaton 
before  us,  and  heard  his  complaints. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  complaint  of  Mr.  Eaton  is  not  well 
founded,  and  is  not  entitled  to  any  damages. 

Respectfully  submitted,  J    E.  PERSON, 

(Signed)         J.  B.  ALEXANDER, 
V.  N.  SEAWELL. 
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The  committee  was  discharged. 

Brothers  Lyon,  Moye,  Bowers  and  Massey  asked  to  be 
excused  from  the  remaining  session  of  the  body.     Granted. 

Brother  J.  M.  Mewboorne  tendered  his  resignation  as  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  a  very  feeling 
speech,  saying  he  did  so  because  he  had  been  made  Com- 
missioner of  Agriculture  and  had  accepted,  and  his  time 
and  services  belonged  to  the  State,  and  he  could  not  give 
the  attention  to  executive  work  as  was  needed.  He  placed 
with  the  Secretary-Treasurer  twenty  dollars  for  the  Shoe 
Factory  Fund,  and  said  he  would  give  the  remainder  of  a 
hundred  when  the  Shoe  Factory  should  be  put  in  opera- 
tion.     His  resignation  was  accepted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Lecturing  was  read  and 
received. 

It  being  the  hour  for  dinner,  a  motion  to  adjourn  till  3 
o'clock  p.  m.  was  carried. 

Evening  Session. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  at  3  p.  m.,  by  President 
Graham. 

Committee  on  Resolutions,  W.  H.  Davis,  chairman,  made 
a  report. 

Resolution  No.  6,  by  W.  H.  Davis,  was  placed  on  the 
calendar. 

Resolution  No.  7,  by  Bro.  W.  H.  Davis,  referred  to 
Committee  on  Resolutions. 

President  Graham  stated  that  a  gentleman  was  on  the 
grounds  who  desired  to  take  the  picture  of  officers  and  del- 
egates of  the  State  Alliance. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn  till  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  so  as 
to  permit  the  committees  to  finish  up  their  work,  after  the 
photographer  was  through.      Carried. 

Night  Session. 

President  Graham  called  the  Alliance  to  order  promptly 
at  8  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions  reported. 
They  recommended  that  resolution  No.  7  do  not  pass. 

Upon  motion  the  resolution  was  tabled. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution  was  read 
and  placed  on  calendar  to  be  taken  up  at  any  time  desired. 
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Committee  on  Business  Agency  reported  unfavorably 
upon  resolution  No.  6.  It  was  left  on  table  for  further 
consideration. 

Resolution  No.  5  reported  favorably  and  put  on  file. 

The  Executive  Committee,  through  its  chairman,  A.  F. 
Hileman,  made  the  following  report : 

Your  Executive  Committe  beg  leave  to  report  :  That  the  resolutions 
submitted  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  their  consideration"  by  the 
State  Alliance  last  August,  are  of  no  importance,  and  requires  "no  action, 
as  the  manufacturing  enterprises  were  not  operated. 

(Signed)     A.  F.  HIEEMAN,  for  Committee . 

Special  committee,  appointed  to  adjust  the  amount  due 
from  the  State  Alliance  to  the  Trustee  of  Business  Agency 
Fund,  made  its  report  through  its  chairman,  A.  F.  Hile- 
man, was  accepted,  and  upon  suspension  of  rules  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

To  the  North  Carolina  Farmers^  State  Alliance': 

We,  the  undersigned,  Special  Committee,  appointed  by  your  honorable 
bod}'  to  adjust  the  amount  due  by  the  State  Alliance  to  the  Business 
Agency  Fund,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows  : 

July  31,  1891,  surplus  earnings  of  Fund $  525  co 

July  31,  1891,  4  per  cent,  interest  on  same  till  July  31,  1897 78  00 

July  31,  1892,  1893,  1894  and  1895,  surplus  applied  to  payment 
of  $  1,220  borrowed  from  Fund  by  State  Alliance  under  res- 
olution of  session  1892,  (page  30  of  minutes). 

July  31,  1897,  to  surplus  earnings  of  Fund 680  00 

July  31,  1893,  to  amount  paid  attorneys'  fees  to  protect  Alii-     • 

ance  charter .     55855 

July  31,  1893,  to  6  per  cent,  interest  on  same  to  July  31,  '97__     134  05 

Total ' $  1 ,  78 1  60 

This  is  a  charge  against  the  Business  Agency  Fund,  and  should  be 
taken  from  the  $1 2,000  which  the  Trustee  has  paid  for  State  Alliance, 
which  would  leave  a  balance  of  $10,218.40  due  the  Business  Agency 
Fund. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

A.  F.  HILEMAN, 
(Signed)         W.  B.  FLEMING, 
J.  C.  LASEEY. 

The  following  resolution  was  passed  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Trustee  be  instructed  to  credit  the  amount  due  by 
the  State  Business  Agency  with  $  1,781. 60,  as  reported  above. 

Committee  on  Business  Agency  made  recommendation. 
The  report  was  taken  up  by  sections. 

Section  1  was  not  sustained,  but  T.  Ivey's  petition 
granted. 
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Section  2  was  taken  np,  and  an  amendment  was  offered, 
when  a  substitute  was  offered  by  Bro.  Lineberry,  of  Chat- 
ham, which  was  carried,  and  is  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  Art.  X,  Sec.  2,  be  amended  as  follows  :  "  Striking  out 
$1,000  and  inserting  $500"  ;  and  Art.  VII,  Sec.  3,  after  the  word  salary, 
add,   "'  at  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  $r,oco  per  annum." 

Motion .  was  made  to  limit  time  of  speaking  to  five 
minutes.'  Amended  and  carried  to  limit  speeches  to  two 
minutes. 

Third  section  of  Committee  on  Business  Agent's  report 
was  passed  as  follows : 

We  further  recommend  that  the  Executive  Committee  act  with  the 
vState  Business  Agent  in  making  fertilizer  contracts,  and  that  the  same  be 
sold  to  members  of  the  Alliance  at  a  uniform  price. 

Motion  made  to  adjourn  till  the  regular  morning  hour 
of  the  12th,  passed. 


THIRD  DAY— Morning  Session. 

Thursday,  August  12,  1897. 

The  President  opened  the  session  promptly  at  9  o'clock. 
Prayer  by  Bro.  Hoover,  State  Lecturer. 

Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

A  statement  was  read  by  Bro.  Alexander  in  regard  to 
the  President's  salary  not  being  paid. 

A  motion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  last  night 
on  section  1  of  Recommendations  of  Business  Agency  Com- 
mittee. The  motion  was  carried  and  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee  was  sustained. 

The  Manufacturing  Committee,  J.  W.  Denmark  chair- 
man, made  its  report,  to  which  Bro.  John  Graham  offered 
an  amendment.  The  amendment  was  accepted  by  the 
chairman,  and  the  report  as  amended  was  unanimously 
adopted  by  a  rising  vote,  and  is  as  follows: 

Your  Committee  on  Manufacturing  begs  leave  to  report  as  follows  : 
Whereas,  The  per  capita  cost  of  shoes  used  in  the  United  States  is, 
as  per  census  reports,  $3.58  per  year,  which  would  make  the  proportion 
for  North  Carolina's  1,700,000  population  aggregate  more  than  $6,000,000 
per  year,  an  amount  larger  than  the  total  actual  cash  circulating  medium 
in  the  State;  and, 

Whereas,  These  figures  cover  only  the  factory  price  of  the  product, 
which  is  not  more  tha,n  50  per  cent,  of  the  actual  cost  of  the  shoes  to  our 
consumers;  and, 
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Whereas,  The  loss  of  circulating  medium  from  our  State,  necessary 
to  pay  these  heavy  shoe  bills  tend  to  impoverish  our  State,  while  it 
enrighes  others;  and, 

Whereas,  The  object  in  our  banding  ourselves  together  in  our  beloved 
order,  is  that  we  may  render  mutual  assistance  to  one  another,  and  by 
combining  our  energies  be  a  power  for  good  to  our  commonwealth;  and, 

Whereas,  We  find  we  have  already  in  our  possession  fully  equipped 
and  paid  for,  so  far  as  we  are  able  to  learn,  a  magnificent  Shoe  Factory, 
standing  idle  and  rusting  out,  with,  perhaps,  $2,500  worth  of  leather, 
which  can  be  immediately  converted  into  shoes;  and, 

Whereas,  We  believe,  from  the  evidence  everywhere  manifest,  that 
when  the  factory  starts  it  will  not  be  able  to  supply  the  demands  that  will 
be  made  upon  it  they  will  be  so  great,  and  that  the  membership  of  our 
order  will  double  in  six  months.     Therefore,  we  recommend — 

1.  That  your  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  proceed  at  the 
earliest  possible  date,  to  secure  the  services  of  a  suitable  person  to  super- 
intend the  Shoe  Factory,  and  that  said  Superintendent  be  empowered  to 
employ  such  laborers  to  work  under  his  directions  as  he,  in  his  judgment 
may  need,  with  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  at  such 
scale  of  wages  and  prices  as  the  Executive  Committee  may  adopt. 

2.  That  the  State  Business  Agent  shall  open  a  regular  account  in  his 
ledger  with  "  The  Shoe  Factory,"  and  keep  a  strict  account  of  all  receipts 
and  disbursements  on  account  of  the  Factory,  so  itemizing  that  an  accu- 
rate account  of  the  expenditures  and  receipts  on  each  of  the  following 
sub  accounts  will  be  separately  kept,  to-vvit  :  "Materials,"  "Labor," 
"Fuel  and  Lights,"  "Improvements,"  "Repairs"  and  "Other  Ex- 
penses." 

3.  Let  the  State  Business  Agent  do  all  the  buying  and  selling-  for  the 
Shoe  Factory,  taking  charge  of  the  output  as  fast  as  finished,  selling 
same  as  soon  as  possible,  and  placing  net  proceeds  of  such  sales  to  the 
credit  of  Shoe  Factory. 

4.  Let  the  accounts  for  all  expenditures  an  account  of  labor,  material, 
improvements,  repairs,  fuel  or  any  other  account  first  be  approved  by  the 
Superintendent  before  being  paid  by  the  State  Business  Agent. 

5.  Let  no  improvements,  purchase  of  new  machinery,  nor  heavy  re- 
pairs be  made  without  the  approval,  in  writing,  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

6.  Let  it  be  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Factor}-  to  keep  an 
oversight  over  the  operatives  under  him,  and  keep  a  watch  upon  the  ma- 
chinery and  see  that  every  person  and  every  machine  shall  perfoim  as 
nearly  as  possible  its  whole  duty.  Let  it  be  his  duty  also  to  keep  an 
oversight  of  the  material  or  stock,  and  always  be  sure  to  make  requisition 
upon  the  Business  Agent  for  such  leather,  findings  and  other  necessary 
articles  as  may  be  required,  in  ample  time,  to  avoid  running  short. 

7.  Let  the  Executive  Committee  take  observations,  and  make  investi- 
gations from  time  to  time,  and  when,  in  their  judgment,  they  become 
convinced  that  the  Shoe  Factory  will  be  a  successful,  self-sustaining  en- 
terprise, or  can  be  made  so,  or  made  more  so  by  starting  the  Tannery, 
then  let  the  Executive  Committee  secure  the  services  of  a  practical  tan- 
ner to  take  charge  of  and  employ  labor  and  begin  operating  the  Tannery, 
letting  the  State  Business  Agent  open  an  account  with  the  Tannery,  pur- 
chase materials  and  supplies  for  it,  take  and  dispose  of  its  out-put,  and 
pay  its  accounts  in  the  same  manner  as  suggested  in  the  case  of  the  Shoe 
Factory. 

8.  Let  the  State  Business  Agent,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Shoe  Fac- 
tory, and  the  Executive  Committee  decide  upon  a  line  of  shoes  to  be 
made  and  fix  prices  on  the  same,  arranging  for  the  Agency's  commission 
and  a  profit  sufficient  to  cover  the  running  expenses  of  the  factor}-  and 
other  necessary  contingent  incidentals,  so  as  to  make  the  factory  as  near 
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self-sustaining  as  possible.  By  these  recommendations  it  will  be  seen 
that  ' '  the  Shoe  Factory  ' '  is  simply  put  down  as  an  enterprise  worthy  of 
the  credit  of  our  State  Business  Agent.  It  simply  says,  ' '  I  am  ready  to 
go  to  work.  I  am  willing  to  wear  myself  out  for  the  good  of  the  Order 
and  the  betterment  of  the  condition  of  your  people.  You  know  3-ou 
need  and  are  compelled  to  have  just  such  products  as  I  propose  to  give 
you,  and,  since  I've  been  standing  here  idle,  ready  to  do  )'our  work,  you 
have  paid  in  profits  to  those  a  hundred  times  richer  than  yourselves  and 
who  are  growing  richer  every  day  at  your  expense,  more  than  enough  to 
build,  equip  and  run  a  dozen  factories  just  like  me.  Put  me  to  work; 
give  me  material  to  work  on;  keep  me  in  repair,  and  I  will  prove  to  you 
a  blessing.     Risk  a  little  on  me,  and  I  will  return  you  much." 

In  conclusion  we  will  state  that  we  have  cash  and  available  assets  which 
can  be  used  same  as  cash  in  running  the  Factory:  At  the  Factory -$i, 500; 
at  the  Tannery,  I1.032.66  (not  including  tan  bark) ;  cash  in  the  hands  of 
the  State  Business  Agent  and  Secretary-Treasurer,  12,031.72,  and  in  the 
hands  of  the  Trustee  which  can  be  used,  $2,000,  making  a  total  of 
$6,564.38,  with  which  we  think  we  would  run  no  risk  in  proceeding  to 
work  at  once.  Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  W.  DENMARK,  Chairman. 

W.  W.  DREW, 

W.  T.  BARROW, 

D.  T.  BRITT, 

THOS.    J.  ODDHAM, 

WM.  S.  MCLEAN, 

J.  S.  PATTERSON, 

J.  F.  HORNEY, 

R.  H.  DANE, 

J.  W.  ALDRIDGE, 

W.  S.  GARDNER, 

Committee, 
Bro.  John  Graham  offered  the  following  amendment: 
' '  That  the  Executive  Committee  is  authorized  to  put  the  Shoe  Factory 
and  Tannery  in  operation  in  such  a  manner  as  the}-  may  see  fit,  but  iinder 
no  circumstances  must  the  Executive  Committee,  or  the  Business  Agent, 
spend  any  part  of  the  seven  thousand  dollars  in  North  Carolina  4  per 
cent,  bonds  ordered,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  1896,  to  be  kept  as  a  reserve 
fund." 

This  amendment  was  accepted,  and  the  report  was  unanimously 
adopted  by  a  rising  vote. 

Resolution  "  F.  F.,"  introduced  by  Bro.  Wm.  A.  Graham. 
A  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  limit  speeches  to  three 
minutes  for  this  morning's  session. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  till  3  o'clock  was  carried. 

Evening  Session. 

The  President  called  the  session  to  order  promptly  at  3 
o'clock  P.  M. 

Resolution  "  F.  F."  which  had  been  left  on  the  table  by 
adjournment,  was  taken  up  and  passed,  and  is  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Trustee  is  aiithorized  and  directed  to  loan  the  Ex- 

•  ecutive  Committee  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  of  the  Business 

Agency  Fund,  if  necessary,  to  operate  the  Shoe  Factory,  and  the  Presi- 
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dent  and  Secretary  are  authorized  and  directed  to  execute  such  instru- 
ments as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  same,  as  may  be  agreed  upon 
by  the  Executive  Comtnitcee  and  the  Trustee. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Denmark  introduced  Resolution  13,  and  upon 
suspension  of  the  rules  was  carried,  and  is  as  follows: 

That  wherever  in  the  Constitution,  referring  to  the  numbers  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Executive  Committee,  or  the  years  of  their  election,  the 
word  ' '  three  ' '  occurs  the  same  shall  be  changed  to  read  ' '  five, ' '  thus 
providing  for  "five"  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  instead  of 
"three." 

Article  I,  section  2,  (on  page  5)  5  lines  from  bottom,  make  "three  " 
read  "  five." 

Article  VII,  section  1,  (page  27)  in  line  4,  change  "three"  to  "five," 
and  in  line  five  change  ' '  two  "  to  "  four. ' ' 

Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  reported  and 
made  recommendations  as  follows : 

That  we  recommend  that  Article  X,  Section  1,  be  changed  so  as  to 
read  $100  instead  of  $200.     Carried. 

Sections  2  and  3  were  dispensed  with  by  the  President 
as  the  second  had  already  been  acted  on  and  the  third  could 
not  be  changed  till  term  of  office  of  Trustee  expired,  un- 
less he,  the  Trustee,  was  willing. 

Section  4  was  carried,  and  is  as  follows : 

We  recommend  that  in  case  of  only  one  Surj-Alliance  in  any  county 
in  good  order  that  such  Sub  Alliance  may  pay  its  dues  to  state  and  be 
entitled  to  representation. 

Section  5  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

We  recommend  that  the  charter  fee  be  changed  from  $8.00  to  $5.00. 

Election  of  officers  was  next  in  order,  and  the  following 
officers  were  elected  for  the  next  year: 

Jno.  Graham,  Warren  county,  President. 

W.  B.  Upchurch,  Wake  county,  Vice  President. 

J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  Wilson  county,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

V.  N.  Seawell,  Moore  county,  Lecturer. 

W.  B.  Brickhouse,  Washington  county,  Assistant  Lecturer. 

W.  S.  Mercer,  Currituck  county,  Chaplain. 

A.  D.  K.  Wallace,  Wake  county,  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Geo.  T.  Lane,  Guilford  county,  Doorkeeper. 

Jas.  E.  Lyon,  Durham  county,  Assistant  Doorkeeper. 

T.  B.  Parker,  Wayne  county,  Business  Agent. 

W.  B.  Fleming,  Warren  county,  (5  years)  Executive  Committee. 

A.  F.  Hileman,  Cabarrus  county,  (4  years)  Executive  Committee. 

J.  W.  Denmark,  Wake  county,  (3  years)  Executive  Committee. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Alexander,  Mecklenburg  county,  (2  years)  Ex.  Committee. 

T.  J.  Oldham,  Orange  county,  (1  year)  Executive  Committee. 
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J.  C.  Lesley  and  A.  F.  Hileman  were  excused  from  at- 
tendance for  balance  of  session. 

Resolution  No.  15  by  J.  W.  Denmark  was  introduced, 
and  upon  suspension  of  rules  was  adopted,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows : ' 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  be  ex  officio 
a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  in  addition  to  the  five  regularly 
elected  members." 

The  President  appointed  on  Judiciary  Committee  for 
the  next  year  Dr.  J.  E.  Person,  Wayne  county ;  W.  S. 
Barnes,  Wake  county;  T.  Ivey,  Wake  county. 

Motion  was  made  to  adjourn  till  8  o'clock  to-night. 
Carried. 

Night  Session— August  12. 

Alliance  called  to  order  by  President  Graham. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  reindorsing  the  Progres- 
sive Farmer  as  the  organ  of  the  Alliance  of  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Resolution  16  was  introduced  by  W.  W.  Drew,  and, 
upon  suspension  of  rules,  was  passed  by  a  rising- vote,  and 
is  as  follows : 

Whereas  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  did  before  its 
consummation,  most  earnestly  protest  against  the  lease  of  the  North 
Carolina  Railroad  to  the  Southern  Railway  Company  for  a  term  of  ninety- 
nine  years,  and  whereas  the  preservation  of  our  liberties  demands  the 
recognition  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  of  this  country  on  the  part 
of  the  Federal  Judiciary;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  by  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance  in  annual  session  at  Hillsboro, 
N.  C,  this  the  12th  day  of  August,  1897: 

1.  That  we  protest  against  interference  in  State  affairs  on  the  part  of 
the  Federal  Judiciary. 

2.  That  we  consider  the  attempted  enjoining  of  the  Governor  of  North 
Carolina  from  the  performance  of  his  official  duty  as  a  high-handed  out- 
rage and  subversive  of  liberty. 

3.  That  the  thanks  of  this  body  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  Governor 
of  North  Carolina,  the  Hon.  Daniel  L.  Russell,  for  the  noble  stand  that 
he  has  taken  on  the  side  of  the  people  in  their  contest  with  corporate 
power  and  corruption. 

4.  That  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
and  that  a  copy  of  the  same  be  spread  upon  our  minutes;  that  the  same 
be  published  in  the  Progressive  Farmer,  and  friendly  papers  requested 
to  copy. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  Dr.  J.  B.  Alexander  be 
requested  to  write  out  his  speech  made  upon  the  adoption 
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of  the  above  resolution  that  it  may  be  published  in  our 
organ.     Motion  carried. 

A  motion  was  made  that  brothers  A.  D.  K.  Wallace  and 
J.  T.  B.  Hoover  take  up  a  collection  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing a  certificate  of  stock  in  the  shoe  factory  to  be  pre- 
sented to  Mrs.  h.  L.  Polk  in  order  that  she  might  know 
the  name  and  work  of  that  noble  leader,  her  husband,  had 
not  been  forgotten  by  true  Alliancemen  of  North  Carolina. 
The  motion  was  made  and  the  amount  of  ten  dollars  was 
collected  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer 
who  was  directed  to  issue  a  certificate  therefor*  in  name  of 
Mrs.  h.  L.  Polk  and  forward  to  her  with  letter  of  explana- 
tion. 

Resolution  No.  17  was  introduced  and  passed,  and  is  as 
follows : 

J?esolved,  That  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  hereby  ten- 
der our  thanks  to  W.  S.  Barnes,  our  retiring  Secretary-Treasurer,  and  T. 
Ivey,  our  retiring  Business  Agent,  and  to  each  of  our  retiring  officers  for 
their  faithful  performance  of  duty  and  devotion  to  our  principles  amid 
the  darkest  hours  of  our  existence. 

Dr.  V.  N.  Seawell  offered  for  Moore  county  fifty  dollars 
worth  of  leather  as  stock  in  shoe  factory,  which  the  State 
Alliance  agreed  to  accept. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  that  each  delegate  use 
his  influence  to  have  the  Guano  to  be  contracted  for  by  the 
Business  Agent  for  this  year  to  Se  used  by  the  Alliance- 
men  of  his  county. 

Brother  Ivey,  State  Business  Agent,  made  a  statement  in 
regard  to  the  reconsideration  on  yesterday  of  section  one  of 
recommendations  by  Business  Agency  Committee,  by 
which  he  had  been  deprived  of  the  amount  of  $200  office 
expense  which  had  been  allowed  by  State  Alliance  prior  to 
this  reconsideration.  Upon  motion  of  brother  W.  A.  Gra- 
ham, the  matter  was  considered  and  the  petition  of  brother 
T.  Ivey  was  granted  allowing  him  $223.93  excess  office 
expenses. 

Officers  were  installed  by  A.  J.  Moye.  After  which 
many  speeches  were  made  and  hymns  were  sung.  The 
hour  of  1  A.  m.,  August  13th,  arrived,  prayer  was  offered 
by  brother  Mercer,  then  a  hymn  was  sung,  and  with  usual 
closing  exercises,  the  adjournment  of  the  Eleventh  Annual 
Session  took  place.  Handshakings,  goodbyes  and  God 
bless  you  followed. 
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This  was  one  of  the 'most  enthusiastic  meetings  the  Alli- 
ance has  held  for  years,  and  every  member  came,  it  seemed, 
with  the  avowed  intention  of  starting  the  shoe  factory  and 
placing  the  Alliance  again  on  the  road  to  progress  and  suc- 
cess. There  were  present  49  delegates,  and  several  coun- 
ties which  had  appointed  delegates  were  not  represented. 


UST  OF  DELEGATES. 


COUNTY.                  delegate;.  county.                 delegate. 

Alamance __J.  S.  Patterson      Jackson A.  J.  Long,  Sr> 

Anson _.._S.  T.  Flake       Johnson Gibson  Gerald 

Beaufort 1 R.  H.  Lane       Lenoir J.  H.  Mewboone 

Bertie ... Erwin  Pritchard       Martin J.  R.  Smith 

Bladen C.  C.  McG.  Dunn  Mecklenburg. _ Dr.  J.  B.  Alexander 

Brunswick W.  W.  Drew       Moore Dr.  V.  N.  Seawell 

*Burke... Nash G.  M.  D.  Langley 

Catawba J.  F.  Click       Orange T.J.  Oldham 

Cabarrus J.  L.Stafford       Onslow W.  M.  Barbee 

Carteret J.  T.  Eaton       Pamlico J.  W.  Aldridge 

Chatham R.  B.  Lineberry      *Person - .. 

Cleveland J.  M.   Hoyle      Pitt A.  J.  Moye 

Columbus Henry  Wicke       Pasquotank. . W.  F.  Pritchard 

Craven W.  H.  Smith       Randolph J.  F.  Horney 

*Cumberland Rockingham J.  C.  Lasley 

Currituck W.  S.  Mercer      Robeson L.  E.  Tyner 

Davidson D.  A.  Long      Rowan M.  A.  Stirewalt 

Duplin J.   F.  Wallace      *Rutherford 

Durham... W.  D.  Blalock       Stokes Dr.  A.  J.  Prihgle 

Edgecombe D.  T.  Britt      *Stanley 

Forsythe F.  N.   Phaff      Tyrrell Capt.  Frank  Hussey 

Franklin W.  T.  Barrow       Vance W.  H.  Davis 

Gaston ...L.  G.  Cathey       Wake J.W.Denmark 

*Granville ..       Wayne Z.  P.  Davis 

Guilford W.  P.  McLean       Washington W.  B.  Brickhouse 

Halifax W.  E.  Bowers      Warren W.S.Gardner 

Hertford J.  Q.  Copeland       Wilson S.  H.  Tvson,  Sr. 

Hyde C.F.Benson 

*  Not  present. 


